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 COURSE OUTLINE 
Department of Central, Eastern, and Northern European Studies 

Faculty of Arts, UBC 

GMST 427-201 and GMST 531D-201 
Exploring German Colonialism: Ending the Silence 

Term 2 Winter Session 2023/2024 
Acknowledgement   
UBC’s Point Grey Campus is located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) people. The land it is situated on has always been a place of learning for the 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm people, who for millennia have passed on their culture, history, and traditions from one 
generation to the next on this site. 

 
Course Information 
Course Title Course Code Number Credit Value 
Exploring German Colonialism: Ending the 
Silence 
 

GMST 427-201 
GMST 531D-201  

3 Credits 
  

   
 
Prerequisites and Co-requisites 
No prerequisites. The seminar presumes German reading knowledge, but does not require it. Class 
discussions will be in English-plus. 
  
Contacts  
Course 
Instructor 

Contact Details Office  Student Office Hours 

Prod. David 
Gramling 

 

David.gramling@ub
c.ca 
 
 

Buchanan 
Tower 
917B 

Wed 2:00 – 3:00 PM & by 
appointment 

Dr. Uma  Kumar      uma.kumar@ubc.ca 
 

Buchanan 
Tower 928 

Tues/Thu 1:00-2:00 PM; 
Wed 2:00 – 3:00 PM & by 
appointment 

 
In this course, the two instructors are taking on specific roles to serve the class best. Dr. Kumar is 
primarily responsible for leading the discussions and readings, while Dr. Gramling is primarily 
responsible for helping students develop, design, and carry out their research projects. From the first 
week, Dr. Gramling will be meeting 1:1 with students so as to make this project the best piece of work 
possible.  
 
Course Structure and Learning Activities 
 
GMST 427 (also listed as GMST 531D) is an activity-based seminar and learning success will depend on 
student participation in those activities. Your learning success will also be determined by the frequency 
and quality of your work outside of the classroom. Most instruction will integrate a combination of short 
lecture segments, small group and whole class discussions, pair and small group translations, (peer) 
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editing sessions, interactive learning activities and student presentations. Homework assignments will 
include readings, individual reflections, and targeted research endeavors. Students are required to attend 
all classes, to come prepared, and to contribute to the discussions and to all class activities. The class will 
complement, but not replace students’ independent reading, practicing and studying. GMST 427 (also 
listed as GMST 531D) emphasizes the responsibility of students for their own learning.  
 
Meeting Times and Place  Mon Jan 8 2024 – Fri April 12, 2024 
Wednesday 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., SCRF 1004 
   
Schedule of Topics 
The semester schedule is not absolute. We will adjust it as needed to suit the needs of the class. 
Week 1: Jan 8-12 Introduction: German Colonialism: Origins and Its Aftermaths 
Wed Jan 10: Course Outline & Introduction  
Historical Background: Virtual Talk: German Colonialism and Its 

Aftermaths.  www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMIBg--X89A 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 2: Jan 15–19 Dangerous Liaisons: Race, Nation, and German Identity; Colony as Heimat 
Wed Jan 17:   
El-Tayeb, Fatima. “Dangerous Liaisons: Race, Nation, and German Identity.” Not So Plain as Black and 
White: Afro-German Culture and History, 1890–2000, edited by Patricia Mazon and Reinhild Steingrover, 
by Anne V. Adams et al., Boydell & Brewer, 2005, Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora, 
pp. 27–60. 
Hackenesch, Silke. "Advertising Chocolate, Consuming Race? On the Peculiar Relationship of Chocolate 
Advertising, German Colonialism, and Blackness." Food & history, vol. 12, no. 1, 01/01/2014, pp. 97-112, 
doi:10.1484/J.FOOD.5.105144.  
Jaeger, J. “Colony as Heimat? The Formation of Colonial Identity in Germany around 1900.” German 
History, vol. 27, no. 4, 1 Oct. 2009, pp. 467–489, https://doi.org/10.1093/gerhis/ghp056 
  
****************************************************************************** 
Week 3: Jan 22–26 Germany’s global history of colonial / imperial holdings 
Wed Jan 24 
Groeneveld, Sabina. "Far away at Home in Qingdao (1897–1914)." German Studies Review, vol. 39 no. 1, 
2016, p. 65-79. Project MUSE, doi:10.1353/gsr.2016.0034 
Yijie, Zhu , and Mechthild Leutner. “MORE than JUST KIAOCHOW BAY: A (NEARLY) FORGOTTEN 
STORY.” Zeitgeister. The Cultural Magazine of the Goethe-Institut, Nov. 2019. 
https://www.goethe.de/prj/zei/en/art/21750527.html#kommentar-container-21750527 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 4: Jan 29 – Feb 2 Postcolonial Theory and the Literature of Decolonization & Decolonisation 

and the University 
Wed Jan 31  
Torner, Evan. “Documents of Colonialism and Racial Theorizing in the German Classroom.” Diversity 
and Decolonization in German Studies, by Ervin Malakaj, edited by Regine Criser, Palgrave McMillan, 
2020, pp. 101–118. 
Gopal, Priyamvada. On Decolonisation and the University, Textual Practice, 06/2021, Volume 35, Issue 
6, 873-899, DOI: 10.1080/0950236X.2021.1929561 
 
****************************************************************************** 
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Week 5: Feb 5 – Feb 9 Black Presence in Europe 1884-1914 
Wed Feb 7:  
Opitz, May. “Our Father Was Cameroonian, Our Mother, East Prussian, We Are Mulattoes.” Showing Our 
Colours. Afro-German Women Speak Out, edited by Doris Reiprish and Erika Ngambi Ul Kuo, Amherst, 
University of Massachusetts, 1992, pp. 56–76 
Oguntoye, Katharina. “Plötzlich hatten wir eine Afrodeutsche Geschichte: Die Rolle der Schwestern 
Diek: Heimatkunde: Migrationspolitisches Portal Der Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung.” Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, 23  
Feb. 2023, heimatkunde.boell.de/de/2023/02/23/ploetzlich-hatten-wir-eine-afrodeutsche-geschichte-die- 
rolle-der-schwestern-diek 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Week 6: Feb 12 – Feb 16 Film 
Wed Feb 14:  “Carl Peters - History of a Very Controversial 

Colonizer.”  www.youtube.com/watch?v=lj8gT4M1OJw Accessed 13 June 2022. 
Fuhrmann, Wolfgang. “The Colonial Travelogue.” Imperial Projections: Screening the German 
Colonies, 1st ed., Berghahn Books, 2015, pp. 192–223. JSTOR, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt9qcxcz.17. Accessed 22 Oct. 2023. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
February 19 – 23 Mid Term Break 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 7: Feb 26 – Mar 1   
Wed: Feb 28 Abdul Razak Gurnah: After Lives  
Virtual Talk: Prof. Michelle Moyd   
 ****************************************************************************** 
Week 8: Mar 4 – Mar 8 The racist gaze: Human Zoos in the Age of Colonial Exhibitions 
Wed Mar 6  
(EDT), Blanchard, Pascal (EDT)/ Bancel, Nicolas (EDT)/ Boetsch, Gilles (EDT)/ Deroo, Eric (EDT)/ 
Lemaire, Sandrine, and Thode-Arora, Hilke. “Hagenbeck’s European Tours: the Development of the 
Human Zoo.” Human Zoos: Science and Spectacle in the Age of Colonial Empires, Liverpool University 
Pr, 2008, pp. 165–173.  
Gouaffo, Albert. “Prince Dido of Didotown and ‘Human Zoos’ in Wilhelmine Germany: Strategies for 
Self-Representation under the Othering Gaze.” Africa in Europe: Studies in Transnational Practice in the 
Long Twentieth Century. Rosenhaft, Eve, and Robbie Aitken, editors. Liverpool University Press, 
01/16/2013, pp 19-23. doi:10.5949/UPO9781846317842.002 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 9: Mar 11 – Mar 15 Resistance and rebellion: Mass Movements against Colonial Powers  
Wed Mar 13  
Zimmerer, Jürgen. The first genocide of the twentieth century: the German war of destruction in South-
West Africa (1904-1908) and the global history of genocide. In: B. Doris, ed., Lessons and legacies VIII: 
from generation to generation. 2022, pp. 34-64 
Bartrop, P.R. and Moor, P. (2014) ‘The Herero Genocide’, in Encountering genocide: Personal accounts 
from victims, perpetrators, and witnesses. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, pp. 1–17 
Iliffe, J. (1967) ‘The organization of the Maji Maji Rebellion’, The Journal of African History, 8(3), pp. 
495–512. doi:10.1017/s0021853700007982 
 
****************************************************************************** 
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Week 10: Mar 18 – Mar 22 Resistance and rebellion: Mass Movements against Colonial Powers & 
German Entanglements in Transatlantic Slavery 
Wed Mar 20 
Pesek, Michael. “Ruga-Ruga. The History of an African Profession, 1820-1918.” German Colonialism 
Revisited: African, Asian, and Oceanic Experiences, edited by Nina Berman, et al. The University of 
Michigan Press, 2014, pp. 85–100. 
Fitzpatrick, Matthew P., 'Hanging a King', The Kaiser and the Colonies: Monarchy in the Age of 
Empire (Oxford, 2022; online edn, Oxford Academic, 24 Mar. 2022), 
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780192897039.003.0014, accessed 22 Oct. 2023, pp. 347–C13.F3  
Raphael-Hernandez, Heike & Wiegmink, Pia. German entanglements in transatlantic slavery: An 
introduction, Atlantic Studies, 2017.14:4, 419-435, DOI:10.1080/14788810.2017.1366009 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 11: Mar 25 – Mar 29 Linguistic aspects of Germanophone coloniality  
Wed Mar 27  
Deumert, Ana. (2018) ‘Settler Colonialism Speaks. Early contact varieties in Namibia during German 
Colonial rule’, Language Ecology, 2(1), pp. 91–111.  doi:10.1075/le.18006.deu     
Nyada, Germain. “The Germans Cannot Master Our Language!” Or German Colonial Rulers and the Beti 
in the Cameroonian Hinterlands. Translated by Suggitt, Amber. German Colonialism Revisited: African, 
Asian, and Oceanic Experiences, Berman Nina, Mühlhahn Klaus and Nganang, Patrice (Editors), The 
University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 2014, pp. 50–70 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 12: April 1 – April 5  Reparations and rematriation movements for stolen cultural goods and 
 unacknowledged colonial genocides / enslavement / conscription 
Wed April 3:  
Hickley, C. (2023) ‘German museums hold 40,000 objects from former colony Cameroon, study finds’, 
The Art Newspaper, 2 June. Available at: https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2023/06/02/german-
museums-hold-40000-objects-from-former-colony-cameroon-study-finds (Accessed: 03 June 2023).  
Pollock, S. (2023) ‘The violence of collecting’, American Anthropologist, 125(2), pp. 377–389. 
doi:10.1111/aman.13845 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Week 12: April 8 – April 12   
Wed April 10: Last Day of Class 
Wrap-up 
 
Exam Period: Tues, April 16 - Sat, April 27 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
 Upon successful completion of this course, students will have  
 
1. Explored a neglected chapter of German history and how it has been retold in literary texts (in 

English translation) since the beginning of the 20th century 
2. analyzed and interpreted literature and films that explore social, cultural, political and economic 

aspects of colonial expansionism  
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3. engaged with the impacts of Colonialism on issues that can outlast Colonial rule, like loss of culture 
and languages, economic instability, human rights violations,    

4. investigated the relationship between power, hierarchy, interaction, culture, nation, law, and 
community  

5. grasped a clearer awareness of how German Colonialism is addressed in Germany today  
6. enhanced their presentation, reading and writing skills 

 
Required Texts 
The required readings are available on UBC Library Course Online Reserves (LOCR)  
The following books for presentations on Literary representations of Colonialism are also available on 
UBC Library Course Online Reserves (LOCR)  or can be purchased online.  
• Bärfuss, Lukas. Hundert Tage. Roman. Wallstein, 2008. 
• Bärfuss, Lukas, Lewis Tess. One hundred Days. Granta. 2012 
• Otoo, Sharon Dodua. Ada’s Realm. Quercus Books, 2024.  
• Frenssen, Gustav. Peter Moors fahrt nach Südwest, ein Feldzugsbericht. G. Grote'sche 

verlagsbuchhandlung, 1908. 
• Frenssen, Gustav. A German Soldier in South West Africa: Recollections of the Herero Campaign 

1903-1904-Peter Moor's Journey to South West Africa. Leonaur, 2017. 
• Gurnah, Abdulrazak. After lives. Riverhead Books, 2022. 
• Gurnah, Abdulrazak. Paradise. The New Press, 1995.  
• Ipellie, Alootook, and Hans-Ludwig Blohm. The Diary of Abraham Ulrikab: Text and 

Context. University of Ottawa Press, 09/01/2005 
• Kotzebue, August von. Die N*sklaven: ein historisch-dramatisches Gemählde in drey Aktn. Leipzig, 

bey Paul Gotthelf Kummer, 1821. 
• Hopmann, Suy L., et al. Hey, do you know Rudolf Duala Manga Bell? MARKK Museum am 

Rothenbaum, Hamburg, 2020.  
• Timm, Uwe. Morenga. Roman. Autoren-Edition, 1978, 2. Aufl. 
• Timm, Uwe, Breon, Mitchell. Morenga. Novel. New Directions, 2003.  
• Gappah, Petina, Out of Darkness, Shining Light. A Novel. Scribner, 2019. 
• Troyanov, Iliya. Der Weltensammler. Roman. Hanser, 2006. 
• Troyanov, Iliya, Hobson William. The Collector of Worlds. A Novel of Sir Richard Francis Burton. 

Harper Collins, 2009. 
• Wackwitz Stephan. Ein unsichtbares Land : Familienroman. S. Fischer, 2003. 
• Wackwitz Stephan, Lehmann, Stephan. An Invisible Country. Paul Dry Books; 2005.  
• Widmer, Urs. Im Kongo. Roman. Diogenes. 1996.   
• Widmer, Urs, In the Congo. McLaughlin, Donal.  
• Yahgulanaas, Michael Nicoll. Jaj: A Haida Manga. Douglas and McIntyre, 2023. 
 
 
Activities and Assessments of Learning 
 
 Self-Assessment of Participation     10% 
 Presentation of assigned literary representations    20%    
 Research Project and Reaction Journals    50 % 

Reflection on your strengths and growth    20% 
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Regular attendance, preparation and active participation are expected and account for 10% of the total 
grade for the course. This is included to encourage active engagement and a space where everyone’s input 
can be respectfully heard. Students are required to participate in all learning activities and to come to each 
class prepared to discuss the readings and how they apply to their own experience. Students will complete 
a self-assessment on the quality and quantity of their in class contributions, however, quality will be more 
highly valued than quantity. Instructors will adjust these as necessary. 

Presentations of assigned literary representations will account for 20% of the total grade for the course. 
Students will choose one book for a presentation on literary representations of Colonialism from the list 
above. This presentation is to last 15 minutes total, and intend to teach the class something useful and 
challenging.  

The Research Project will account for 50% of the total grade for the course, but that 50% includes 25% 
for every-other-weekly reaction journals on the readings and topics. The reaction journals should be 500 
words for each week they are turned in. In addition, students in this course will create their own 
individual work contract for the research project that suits their current needs and desires, choosing 
whether to focus primarily on translating, reflection journals, a major research project, a public-facing 
project, a creative project, advanced language learning, etc. Dr. Gramling will address this in detail during 
the first session. 
 
Reflection on your strengths and growth account for 20% of the total grade for the course. Students will 
write a 1000–word reflection on their strengths and growth over the course of the term, and how they 
relate to the UBC German Program Outcomes. It is due on the last day of exams. 
 
Assignments are due on the day originally announced. In special, documented circumstances, assignments 
may be submitted after the initial due date, subject to explicit arrangements with the instructor. Any 
assignment handed in electronically needs to be sent on the due date on time.  
Group assignments or activities are to be prepared by all members of the group. 
 
UBC Grading Scale         
90-100% = A+  76-79% = B+   64-67% = C+   50-54% = D 
85-89% = A   72-75% = B   60-63% = C   00-49% = F 
80-84% = A-   68-71% = B-  55-59% = C-  

 
University Policies 
UBC Attendance Policy  
Applying for Academic Concession 
UBC’s Academic Code of Honour 
UBC’s Current Covid-19 Policy 
Resources to Support Student Success 
Accomodations for Religious Holidays and Days of Significance 
Use of Electronic Devices at UBC 
Online Netiquette 
Centre for Accessibility: Support for Disabled Students 
 
Learning Analytics 
Learning analytics includes the collection and analysis of data about learners to improve teaching and 
learning. This course will be using Canvas. Canvas, like many analytics tools, captures data about your 
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activity and provides information that can be used to improve the quality of teaching and learning. In this 
course, I plan to use analytics data to:  
▪ View overall class progress 
▪ Track your progress in order to provide you with personalized feedback 
▪ Review statistics on course content being accessed to support improvements in the course  

Copyright 
All materials of this course (course handouts, lecture slides, assessments, course readings, postings on 
CANVAS etc.) are the intellectual property of the Course Instructors or licensed to be used in this course 
by the copyright owner. Redistribution of these materials by any means without permission of the copyright 
holder(s) constitutes a breach of copyright and may lead to academic discipline. 

Recording of classes is not permitted except for learning accommodations arranged through the Centre for 
Accessibility. 
 


