
SLAV 241 cross-listed with SLAV 340A 

  National Gallery of Norway, Sputnik 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

“Yes, man is broad, too broad, indeed. I'd have him narrower,” famously said one of Dostoevsky’s 
characters. 

This course explores the intricate interplay of human passion and reason, aspiration and duty, as 
represented in the works of the great Russophone writers of the 19th century—both Russian and those 
compelled to write in Russian. We will read shorter but seminal works by Pushkin, Gogol, Lermontov, 
Shevchenko, Dostoevsky, Sholem Aleichem, Tolstoy, Leskov, and Chekhov, considering whether their 
reflections on human weakness and vice remain relevant today. 

All readings are in English. No prerequisites required. 

 
READING LIST: 
 

Alexander Pushkin, “Queen of Spades”  
Nikolai Gogol, “Overcoat”  
Mikhail Lermontov, A Hero of Our Time  
Taras Shevchenko, prose/poetry excerpts 
Fyodor Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground, Part 1 
Sholem Aleichem, stories from Tevye the Dairyman 
Leo Tolstoy, The Kreutzer Sonata 
Nikolai Leskov, “Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District”  
Anton Chekhov, “The Darling”  

 
 



SLAV 241 cross-listed with SLAV 340A 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING: 
 

Attendance & Participation – 10% 
• Credit for being present and engaged. 
• Could include very short in-class activities (e.g., one-sentence reflection at end of class) to track 

engagement. 
In-Class Quizzes – 35% 

• Short, low-stakes, but frequent (weekly or biweekly). 
• Multiple-choice, short answer, or ID-style questions to confirm reading completion and 

comprehension. 
• Keeps students accountable without essays. 

Midterm Group/Pair Project – 25% 
• Creative + analytical: e.g., group presentation, short video, or performance interpreting a text. 
• Could include a short written “project outline” or visual poster. 

Final Group/Pair Project – 30% 
• A deeper, collaborative project (multimedia, creative adaptation, annotated performance, 

curated exhibit, or comparative analysis presented orally). 
• Includes a presentation to the class (or mini-conference format). 

 

OTHER COURSE POLICIES:  

Arts Students must contact Arts Advising as soon as you are aware you may need an in-term 
concession. Please review their website for concession criteria as well as process to follow. Students in 
other Faculties should contact their Faculty advising office for direction.  

• Regular attendance is required  
• Missed in-class quizzes are graded as 0, except for concessions granted by an appropriate 

Advising office, or prior arrangements.  
• Late assignments are subject to a penalty of 5% per day. 
• In exceptional cases, there might be an oral re-examination after a quiz/assignment. 
• If you are registered with Access and Diversity, you should notify your instructor at least two 

weeks before examination dates.  
 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES: 

UBC provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy lifestyles but 
recognizes that sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to access including 
those for survivors of sexual violence. UBC values respect for the person and ideas of all members of 
the academic community. Harassment and discrimination are not tolerated nor is suppression of 
academic freedom. UBC provides appropriate accommodation for students with disabilities and for 
religious observances. UBC values academic honesty and students are expected to acknowledge the 
ideas generated by others and to uphold the highest academic standards in all of their actions. 

Details of the policies and how to access support are available on the UBC Senate website. 

http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,329,0,0#26592
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,329,0,0#26592
https://students.arts.ubc.ca/advising/academic-performance/help-academic-concession/
https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success

