
 

Department of Central, Eastern and Northern European Studies 
 

Velkommen to the Danish Program! 
 

DANI 110: ELEMENTARY DANISH II (Danish and English) 
 

Acknowledgement 

UBC’s Point Grey Campus is located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 

territory of the xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam) people. The land upon which it is situated 

has always been a place of learning for the Musqueam people, who for millennia have 

passed on their culture, history, and traditions from one generation to the next on this 

site. 

Dansk 

UBCs Point Grey Campus er placeret på Musqueam-folkets nedarvede, traditionsrige 

og ikke retsmæssigt afståede territorie. Området, hvorpå det er placeret, har altid 

fungeret som et rum for læring for Musqueam-folket, som i årtusinder har videregivet 

deres historie, kultur og traditioner fra én generation til den næste på dette sted. 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Title: Nordic Studies    Code: DANI 110     Section: 201     Credit Value: 3  
 
Meeting Times: MWF, 11 – 12 am  
 
UBC Schedule: https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines  
 
Meeting Locations: BuTo 997 

 

CONTACTS 

Instructor:                Ann-Kathrine Havemose  

Contact:  Make sure to check Announcements on Canvas regularly. This will 

be our main tool to communicate but you can also email me at  

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines


annkathrine.havemose@mail.ubc.ca  

(disclaimer: I will not be answering emails on weekends) 

Office hours:  Mondays 2:30-3:30 pm in Buchanan Tower 905 or by appointment 

Fika (the Swedish word for having coffee/tea together):  

Drop-in 4-5 pm on Wednesdays in CENES Lounge (Room 910), 9th floor, 

Buchanan Tower from January 14  

PREREQUISITES 

DANI 100 or MUST have approval from instructor. Also note that you can’t take this 

course if you have already taken it, or the equivalent, before.  

Students with native or near-native proficiency in either Swedish or Norwegian are 

welcome to join the intermediate courses (DANI 200-210). 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The material in this course includes content that might be offensive and upsetting to 

some readers, such as strong language, reference to and consumption of alcohol and 

drugs, violence, graphic and sexual imagery. Some also deal with sensitive issues, 

such as suicide, death, racism, and sexual abuse. 

COURSE STRUCTURE AND ACTIVITIES 

The aim of this course is to introduce the students to the Danish language on an 

elementary level through reading, listening, writing, and speaking exercises done in 

class, individually and/or with a conversation partner. The students will also become 

acquainted with some aspects of the Danish culture through different media such as 

music, film and text. 

Classes in Danish 110 are activity-based and learning success will depend on student 

participation in those activities. Students will be expected to attend class regularly, 

come prepared, and participate actively in all class activities. Most instruction will 

integrate a combination of lecture, question and answer sessions, whole-class 

participation, small group activities, partner work or individual work 

 

mailto:annkathrine.havemose@mail.ubc.ca


Learning a foreign language highly depends on the student’s own engagement with the 

material inside, but mostly outside of the classroom.  

 

HOW TO DO WELL IN THIS COURSE 

• Familiarize yourself with the course via the syllabus and Canvas 

• Participate as much as you can: learning a language is more fun (and easier) 

when you have people to learn it with – remember, you are part of a learning 

community. 

• Keep your work up to date (homework and group work, grammar reviewing, 

listening and speaking practices etc.) 

• Communicate with and support your classmates. 

• Contact me if you have questions through class discussion board on Canvas or 

via email if there is anything affecting your learning or performance. 

• Join me and the other SCAN students for our casual fika on Wednesdays 

between 4-5 pm 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to 

• acquire a bit beyond basic insights into Danish language and culture;  

• understand spoken and written Danish at beginner’s level;  

• pronounce a fair variety of hard-to-pronounce sounds and words 

• use greetings and small talk phrases in everyday, basic situations;  

• share information about yourself, and ask and answer simple questions;  

• read and write simple texts;  

• interact with others orally (in Danish) in class 

You will learn about some key aspects in Danish culture that will expose you to modes 

of thought and expression outside your own language and culture. Expanding your 

knowledge about a foreign language and culture, like Danish, will help you to understand 

your own language and culture better, as well as expand your view and understanding of 

the interrelation of language and thought. 



 

LEARNING MATERIALS  

This syllabus is an outline for the course and the topics we will cover during the 

semester. Note that the syllabus is subject to change and will likely change depending 

on the students’ advancement in class. What you need to prepare/read for each class 

will be found in the individual class tab on canvas as well as specific links for praxis 

online. 

 

Required Texts: 

• Slotorup, Fanny and Moreira, Neel Jersild (2013). Puls 1, Praxis (available as an 

e-book on the publisher’s website 

(https://online.praxis.dk/Search/IndexV2?Query=puls%202)  

 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND CLASSES (subject to change) 

Homework for each class will be posted on canvas  Assignments  Homework 

This syllabus is an outline for the course and the topics we will cover during the 

semester. Note that the syllabus is subject to change and will likely change depending 

on the students’ advancement in class. What you will need to prepare for each class 

will be found in homework (both found under Assignments and Modules). ALWAYS 

CHECK CANVAS BEFORE EACH CLASS.  

 

Module 1: Repetition + Familie (week 1-3, 01.05-01.23)  

Focus: vocabulary, possessive pronouns, pronunciation of R, verbs in past and perfect 

tense, family 

Materials: Puls 1, chapter 3 

Chapter test: Friday, 01.23 (only if we’ve completed the chapter) 

 

Module 2: Bolig (week 4-6, 01.26-02.11) 

Focus: vocabulary, assimilation, nouns, prepositions, housing in Denmark 

Materials: Puls 1, chapter 4 

Chapter test: Wednesday, 02.011 (only if we’ve completed the chapter) 

 

https://online.praxis.dk/Search/IndexV2?Query=puls%202


Friday, 02.13: Guest Lecture w/ Lauritz Korfix Schultz on Danish authors in Japan 

1901-1944. 

See Canvas  Modules for further information. 

 

Module 3: Poetry and Translation (week 8, 02.23-02.27) 

Focus: the basics of translation theory, poetry in translation 

Materials: TBA 

See Canvas  Modules for further information. 

 

Module 4: Mad og indkøb (week 9, 11-14 03.02-03.06, 03.18-04.10) 

Focus: vocabulary, phonetic stress, phonetic reduction, likes/dislikes, vowels, 

kortsvar, verbs, adverbs, om/til, pronunciation G, reading recipes. 

Materials: Puls 1, chapter 5 

Wednesday 04.01: Påskeklip (bring scissors to make your own gækkebrev) 

Chapter test: Wednesday 04.08 (only if we’ve completed the chapter) 

 

Week 10: Untranslatable Project Work Week (03.09-03.20) 

This week, you will be working on your Untranslateable (Creative) Group Project from 

home  

Your will present your project to the class on Monday, March 20.  

See Canvas  Assignments  Projects for more information. 

ASSESMENT 

Participation and preparation 20% 

Homework   15% 

Untranslatable project   20% 

Culture Sharing  15% 

Chapter test   30% 

 



Extra points can be gained from:  

- Participating in SNSA’s Language Café (dates TBA)  

- Participating in other CENES academic activities (need approval from instructor) 

- Learning and performing a song or poem (to be uploaded as video link on 

Canvas  Discussions  Extra Points. 

 
Participation and preparation (20%) 

Active participation in all class activities is crucial for language learning success and 

presence in class is mandatory. Students must come prepared for class by completing 

the work assigned by their instructor. Participation grades will be based on the 

instructor’s assessment of students’ preparation for class and their on-task involvement 

in daily classroom work. Unexcused absences will negatively affect your grade. 

Punctuality is also appreciated. Repeated tardiness will also negatively affect your 

participation grade. Absences will be excused at the instructor’s discretion, based on 

UBC and departmental policy. 

Homework (15%) 

Homework (complete/in-complete)  7.5% 

Writing exercises (percentage graded)  7.5% 

Homework assignments will be given after every class with the intention of offering 15-

30 minutes daily practice in Danish for the entire semester. The homework assignments 

range from online exercises using praxisonline* to writing exercises of differing length to 

oral exercises recorded and uploaded to Canvas.  

*Using praxisonline (the online portal for the text book), you can access the extra 

materials associated with the book Puls 1 which some of our class materials will be 

sourced from. The online activities completed here are auto-graded and designed to 

promote lexical, structural and cultural knowledge. The selection of assignments for this 

component are at the discretion of the instructor. 

Creative project (20%)  

A short essay or digital media project exploring “Untranslatables”. These short 

essays and media projects will thematize how some words aren’t easily translated into 



other languages and retain their distinct meaning and purpose only in their original 

form, exploring what one word or a group of words means through creative means. 

Options include a 350-500-word definition; a 750-1000-word personal essay, literary 

text, or screenplay; a short comic; a short film, podcast, vlog, or series of TikToks; a 

short digital game or interactive narrative using a platform such as Twine Links to an 

external site.; a series of GIFS, memes, or Instagram posts; or a larger creative project 

using traditional or mixed media formats. 

 

At least 1/3 of your project (written, spoken or both) must be in Danish. 

The Deadline the creative project is Sunday, March 15, 11:59 pm (subject to 

change).  

See Canvas  Assignments  Projects for more information. 

 

Culture sharing (15%) 

1. In discussions on Canvas, you will all share something you find interesting about 

Denmark or Danish culture (10%), either individually, in pairs or in groups of maximum 

3. It could be to present a unique artist, some intriguing architecture, introduce a sport 

or game or highlight a diverse and inclusive perspective of Danish cultures, including 

Indigenous, Black Danish, LGBTQ+ among others. Sharing options could be a short PPT; 

a comic; a short film, podcast, vlog, or series of Instagram posts etc. This fall Arts at UBC 

will organize a poetry slam and this could also be your contribution (more info in class). 

You can post anytime during the term but no later than on Sunday April 5. 

2. In a paragraph, share your thoughts, questions, and reflections on two of your peers’ 

Canvas posts (5%) in discussions. However, I strongly encourage you to take time to 

enjoy all your course-mates' posts! Please submit your peer feedback no later than on 

Tuesday, April 7. 

In-class Chapter Tests (30%) 

There will be short in-class tests after each chapter instead of a final exam. This is to 

make sure that you are keeping up with the course work and that you review vocabulary 

and grammar structures regularly.  

 

http://www.twinery.org/
http://www.twinery.org/


Late policy:  

Continuous tardiness (in-class attendance or assignments) without sufficient 

explanation will result in lower marks. Remember that showing up late or leaving early 

repeatedly is disrupting and disrespectful to your instructor and your peers.  

 

In accordance with UBC Policies and Regulations, students are expected to attend class 

regularly. In DANI 110, students may not miss more than 40% of the course’s scheduled 

class sessions regardless of whether their absences are avoidable or unavoidable. In the 

event that a student misses 11 or more hours of class time, they may be considered 

unable to meet the learning outcomes of the course and may therefore be excluded from 

final examination.  

Those students who are unavoidably absent from in-person or online class or miss 

multiple class sessions and their associated in-class assignments must report their 

absence to me immediately or upon their return to participating in class in order to 

establish how they should proceed in catching up on missed material. Students may 

be granted a concession for their absence either by me or, in the case of an extended 

absence, by the Academic Advising Services of the Faculty of Arts. 

 

Late assignments and extension policy: 

All homework is to be handed in at 9 am before class unless otherwise indicated. No 

extensions will be given on homework, as it is typically essential for what we are 

working on in class that given day.  

All other assignments should be handed in on the given deadline, but will have a grace 

period of 3 days, allowing the student to hand in their work with no penalty within this 

timeframe. A -1% penalty per day will apply to all assignments handed in after the 3 

days grace period. Any assignment handed in after the deadline (not the grace period) 

will not receive feedback. Assignments handed in later than 7 days after deadline will 

not be graded.  

Should you encounter extenuating circumstances that makes it impossible for you to 

meet the given deadline, please contact me via email: annkathrine.havemose@ubc.ca 

as soon as possible so we can discuss your options.  

mailto:annkathrine.havemose@ubc.ca


Any and all extensions requested will only be granted with proof of medical emergency 

or a valid letter of accommodation from Arts Advising.  

NB! Even with a letter of accommodation, you still need to request an extension. 

 

USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN COURSEWORK 

… is generally discouraged across all classes in the Nordic program. Should you be 

considering deploying AI in your course work, I highly encourage you to read the slides 

“Use of AI in academia” in the Course Orientation module in Canvas.  

If you decide to deploy AI to get answers for assignments and/or to generate any text 

for a draft or final version of any part of a written assignment, do so responsibly*! You 

must declare that you have used AI describing in a couple of sentences the 

extent to which it was used, and you must save any generated text (as 

screenshots) from this tool in case it is requested. Failure to provide proper 

reference and description will be considered a breach of academic integrity and an 

academic misconduct.  

 

*Responsible use of AI includes but is not limited to  

• Understanding that AI is not a search engine, and is known to fabricate and/or 

hallucinate information to provide a satisfactory-looking answer.  

• Understanding that sharing research papers with AI (like uploading peer-

reviewed work) is not only helping to train AI, but is also giving the AI access to 

someone else’s intellectual property without their consent, and potentially 

violating copyright.  

• Understanding that any use of AI big or small has a huge environmental impact.  

 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
Academic misconduct includes any conduct by which a student gains or attempts to 

gain an unfair academic advantage or benefit thereby compromising the integrity of the 

academic process, or helping or attempting to help another person commit an act of 

academic misconduct or gain, or attempt to gain, an unfair academic advantage. 

If you are suspected of academic misconduct, you will be asked to meet with your 

instructor and a notetaker to discuss the situation. If the instructor concludes that 



misconduct has occurred, the instructor must report the allegations in accordance 

with the procedures established by the Dean of the Faculty in which the course was 

offered or to the Dean of the Faculty in which a graduate student is registered for 

allegations involving a graduate student.  

You can find more information on what is considered academic misconduct and the 

process at the UBC website: https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-

policies-and-regulations/student-conduct-and-discipline/discipline-academic-

misconduct. 

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER TAKING THIS COURSE? 
Pursue a minor in Nordic Studies  

https://cenes.ubc.ca/undergraduate/nordic-studies/  
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-
schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/nordic-studies  

 
Study (more) Swedish or Danish  

https://cenes.ubc.ca/undergraduate/nordic-studies/ 
 
Take more Nordic-related courses at UBC  

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/course-descriptions/subject/nordv  
 
Read more about the Nordic Program here:  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ubcnordicstudies/  
Reddit: https://www.reddit.com/user/ubc_nordic/   

 
Join the Scandinavian and Nordic Cultural Association  

Email: ubcsnsa@gmail.com  
Website: https://ubcsnsa.weebly.com/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ubcsnsa  
Discord: https://discord.com/invite/GmqV4hNJg4  

 Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/user/69putffsttc9vas9kw5g558sl  
 
Submit NORD/DANI/SWED course work to undergraduate journal, The Scanner: 

https://ubcsnsa.weebly.com/the-scanner.html  
 
Study in Scandinavia/Norden, www.students.ubc.ca/global/ 
 
Contact the Nordic Studies Undergraduate Advisor, Tim Frandy, with questions or for 
more information (tim.frandy@ubc.ca). 
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