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UBC Vancouver – Central, Eastern and Northern European Studies (CENES) 

GERN 302 / 303-201 – 2025, Winter Term 2 

Learning German 6  / Conversation in German:  
Words and Music II 
Instructor: Dr. Gaby Pailer,  
Professor of German Literature / European Studies 

Time: Tuesday + Thursday, 2:00 to 3:30 pm. (in-class) 
 

UBC Rose Garden © Gaby Pailer 

Course Description 

Our intermediate to advanced German courses GERN 302 / 303 offer 
students a wide range of texts, music, and media in German. Students will 
develop their personal style and voice in German by creative writing, scenic 
dialogue practices, and stylistic study of a variety of materials. We’ll 
combine this with a grammar review at an advanced level to broaden 
students’ comprehension and expression of German. This course aims to 
further decolonize traditional concepts of learning German by putting a 
fresh emphasis on aspects of equity, diversity, and inclusion.  
Our textbook is DENK MAL (chapters 6 to 10), working with additional 
material (a variety of texts and songs) as provided on Canvas. The textbook 
(print or online vesion) is mandatory. The additional Supersite Plus package 
is recommended for students’ individual practice. 
 
This course can be taken as GERN 302 or GERN 303:  
GERN 302 is more focused on topics and structures, whereas GERN 303 is 
more focused on the literary examples and dialogue practice. 

 

 

With sincere gratitude I 
acknowledge that I am a 
European settler and am 

privileged to play, work, and live 
on the unceded, ancestral, and 

continually occupied territories of 
the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 

Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh Úxwumixw 
(Squamish), Tsleil-Waututh (Slay-

wa-tuth), and W̱SÁNEĆ 
(Saanich) Peoples.  

 

 
Course Syllabus / Lesson Plan  
 

Week/Date Chapters and Topics (Coursebook: DENK MAL) 
 

Graded Assignments 
(with due dates) 

W 1 Welcome – Introduction – Land Acknowledgement  
Jan. 13+15 
 

Vorstellung und Kursüberblick: 
- „An Indigenous Woman Scholar’s Prayer“ / „Gebet einer 

indigenen Wissenschaftlerin“ (Dr. Alice Te Punga 
Somerville) 

Aufwärmübung: 
- „Der Gruß an die Sonne“ – Yoga auf Deutsch. 
 

 
Optional activities will be 
posted on the “DENK MAL”- 
Supersite throughout the 
course. These will not be 
considered towards grading 
and are meant for students to 
explore and self-study. Enjoy! 

W 2-3 Module 1: Kapitel 6 - „Traditionen und Spezialitäten“   
Jan. 20+22 
Jan. 27+29 

Themen:  
- Feiertage und kulturelle Praktiken 
- Bayern 
- Galerie: Kurzbiografien  
Strukturen:  
- Reflexive Verben mit Akkusativ- und Dativ-Pronomen. 
- Zahlen, Zeiten, Mengen. 
Literatur:  
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- Wolfdietrich Schnurre, „Die Leihgabe“ (Erzählung, DM) 
- Annette von Droste-Hülshoff, „Die junge Mutter“ 

(Erzählgedicht) 
- AnnenMayKantereit: „Barfuß am Klavier“ (Lied) 
 

W 4-6 Module 2: Kapitel 7 – „Wissenschaft und Technik“  
Feb. 3+5 
Feb. 10+12 
 
(Feb. 16-20 = 
Reading Break) 

Themen: 
- Entdeckungen und Erfindungen 
- Rheinland-Pfalz, das Saarland und Baden-Württemberg 
- Galerie: Kurzbiografien 
Strukturen:  
- Das Passiv 
- Der Imperativ 
- Adverbien 
Literatur: 
- „Gregors größte Erfindung“ (Film, DM) 
- Sido, „Astronaut“ (Lied) 
- Ingeborg Bachmann, „Erklär mir, Liebe“ (Gedicht) 
- Georgette Dee, „Stellen Sie sich vor, Sie befinden sich 

auf einem Kreuzfahrtschriff“ (Lied) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 7-9 Module 3: Kapitel 8 – „Recht und Umwelt“  
Feb. 24+26 
March 3+5 
 
March 10+12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themen: 
- Klimakrise, Fortschritt, Mitmenschlichkeit 
- Sachsen-Anhalt, Thüringen, Hessen 
- Galerie: Kurzbiografien 
Strukturen:  
- Der Konjunktiv II mit und ohne „würde“ 
- Der Konjunktiv II mit Modalverben 
- Demonstrativpronomen 
Literatur:  
- Franz Kafka, „Vor dem Gesetz“ (Erzählung, DM) 
- Maria Janitschek, „Ein modernes Weib“ (Erzählgedicht) 
- Johann W. v. Goethe / Joh. Joachim Zelter, „Der 

Totentanz“ (Ballade) 
 

Writing Assignment 1 
(in-class, due Feb. 26) 
 
 
Chapter Check-In 1  
(Kap. 6-8A – in-class, 
March 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 10-11 Module 4: Kapitel 9 – “Wirtschaft und Berufsaussichten“  
March 17+19 
March 24+26 
 

Themen:  
- Wirtschaftskrisen, Jobsuche, Arbeitsstellen 
- Die Schweiz und Liechtenstein 
- Galerie: Kurzbiografien 
Strukturen:  
- Der Konjunktiv II der Vergangenheit 
- Pluralbildung in Komposita; n-Deklination 
- Zweiteilige Konjunktionen 
Literatur: 
- “Blind Audition” (Film, DM) 
- Maja Lunde: „The History of Bees / Die Geschichte der 

Bienen“ (Roman, Auszüge) 
- Sarah Connor, „Augen auf!“ (Lied) 

Oral Assessment 1  
(in-class – March 17+19) 
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W 12 Module 5: Kapitel 10 – “Geschichte und Gesellschaft“ 
Kunstschätze” 

 

March 31+Apr. 2 
 

Themen: 
- Deutschland und Europa – historische Ereignisse und 

Entwicklungen 
- Brandenburg und Sachsen 
- Galerie: Kurzbiografien 
Strukturen:  
- Das Plusquamperfekt; Infinitiv 
- Der Konjunktiv I und die indirekte Rede 
Literatur: 
- Heinrich Heine / Robert Schumann, „Die beiden 

Grenadiere“ (Gedicht/Lied) 
- Rudi Carrell / Die Ärzte, „Wann wird’s mal wieder richtig 

Sommer?“ 
 

Chapter check-in 2 
(Kap. 8B-10A, online, 
March 28 to April 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 7-9, 10 Poster/ Slide presentations (conference style, on Zoom) 
Slide/poster upload due on April 10 

Oral Assessment 2 
(online) 

 
Course Materials 
 
Instructor’s materials for this course including texts and songs, work sheets (“Arbeitsblätter”) and dialogue 
prompts (“Gesprächsvorlagen”) are posted on the Canvas learning site. 
Textbook for GERN 302/303 is DENK MAL. Deutsch ohne Grenzen. 4th student ed.by Tobias Barske et al.    
Student Package with Online Access Code to Supersite Plus (SSPlus) and Web Student Activities Manual 
(wSAM). The purchase of the textbook either in print or in digital format is required. It is available 
through the UBC Bookstore. The purchase of the Student Package with Supersite Plus features is 
recommended but not mandatory. 
 
Assignments and Grading Scheme 
 

Assignment Grading 
Scheme 

Portion of 
class-work 

Participation & In-Class Work – student self-assessment Points 10% 
Writing Assignments (2 x 15%) – student self-assessment A, B … 30% 
Chapter Check-Ins (2 x 15%) Points 30% 
Oral Assessments (2 x 15%) A, B … 30% 

A, B … = This assignment will be graded according to the UBC Percentage Grade Scheme. 
Points = This assignment will be graded according to the points achieved: Full points = 100%. 
 
Detailed Assignment Information 
 
Participation & In-Class Assignments (10%) 
Participation mark falls into two parts: 

1) In-class participation 70% - unless more than two classes have been missed unexcused. 
2) In-class activities, group work, “Gesprächsspiele“ etc. up to 30%.  

Students will have the opportunity to do a self-assessment of their engagement with the course material. 
The instructor will assign a final grade, considering quantitative and qualitative aspects of student effort and 
engagement put into this class. 
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Writing Assignments (2 x 15%) 
Students will draft two writing assignments (prose or dialogue form), one in-class (300 words), and one 
online (500 words), choosing from a selection of topics provided by the instructor. 
Your instructor will provide detailed feedback of how to revise and improve them.  
At the end of term, students will have the opportunity to do a self-assessment of their writing assignments. 
The instructor will assign a final grade (A, B … according to the UBC percentage scale, cf. below). 
 
Chapter Check-Ins (2 x 15%) 
Students will write two chapter check-ins. These are 45 minute quizzes comprising fill-in-the-blanks, text- 
entry and essay questions. Sample questions will be provided in class.  
Chapter Check-In 1 covers Kap. 6-8A, and will be held in-class; and Chapter Check-In 2 covers  
Kap. 8B-10A of DENK MAL, and will be held online. 
 
Oral Assessments (2 x 15%) 

1) Oral Assessment 1 - in class: Students prepare scenic dialogue in groups of 3-4 choosing from a 
selection of topics provided by the instructor. 

2) Oral Assessment 2 – on Zoom at the end of classes: Each student prepares a poster or slideshow 
presentation on Zoom on one of the topics provided by the instructor. 

After each of the oral assessments, the instructor will assign a grade (A, B … according to the UBC 
percentage scale, cf. below), considering quantitative and qualitative aspects of student effort and 
engagement put into this task. Rubrics of consideration: Preparation and presentation of materials; oral 
fluency, articulation, and flow of language. 
 
Instructor Information 
 
Contact 
Dr. Gaby Pailer, Professor of German Literature 
Department of Central, Eastern and Northern European Studies 
Office: Buchanan Tower 907, 1873 East Mall, UBC-Vancouver campus, V6T1Z1 
Email: pailer.gaby(at) ubc.ca. 
 
Office Hour 
In-person or Zoom meetings by appointment. Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6047268048?pwd=ek5QOHEvaFBGUUtzMi9ORm1sbzJIZz09 
 
UBC Grading Policy (Student Services) 

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/grading-practices/introduction 

In most faculties, individual courses are normally graded as follows: 

Percentage (%) – Letter Grade 

90-100 A+ 
85-89 A 
80-84 A- 
76-79 B+ 
72-75 B 
68-71 B- 
64-67 C+ 
60-63 C 
 

All assignments will include an 
honour declaration by 
students that this is their 
original work and wording, 
and all sources used have 
been indicated and 
referenced. 
 

 

55-59 C- 
50-54 D 
0-49 F (Fail) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6047268048?pwd=ek5QOHEvaFBGUUtzMi9ORm1sbzJIZz09
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-policies-and-regulations/grading-practices/introduction

