GMST 346: Germanophone Literature 1900-1945
Social and Self-Transformation: Sexuality, Sociability, Subjectivity
2025 Term 2, Mondays/Wednesdays 11-12:30
Tom Kemple (2 January 2026)

How do cultural forces shape individual desires,
and how does each of us resist or adapt to social
change? Reading world-shaking fictional
writings, films, and poems, along with thought-
provoking non-fiction essays from early the 20t
century, our course will consider the many ways '
in which media, mass movements, and views of
madness have transformed our sense of who or
what we are, and whom or how we love and
desire in the modern world.

Note: In addition to course materials made available on Canvas, texts can be purchased at a
modest cost from the UBC bookstore (print preferred, electronic form allowed). Assessment is
based on four short essays and/or in-class presentations, and students can choose to focus on
the genres that best reflect their tastes and learning style. There is no final exam for this course.

Weeks 1-3: Sigmund Freud, The Schreber Case (1911 psychoanalytic study)
(Jan 5-21) Alex Proyas, “Dark City” (1998 film)
<mandatory deadline #1, Jan 26>
Weeks 4-6: Max Weber, “The Bureaucracy” (1914 sociological sketch)
(Jan 26-Feb 11) Franz Kafka, The Trial (1915 novel)
Steven Soderbergh, “Kafka” (1991 film) <break Feb 16-20>
<deadline #2, Feb 23>
Weeks 7-8: Georg Simmel, “Sociability” (1911 philosophical-sociological essay)
(Feb 23-Mar 4) Aimée Duc, Are They Women?: A Novel Concerning the Third Sex (1901)

Christa Winsloe and Leontin Sagan, “Girls in Uniform” (1931 film)
<deadline #3, Mar 9>

Weeks 9-10: Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet (1903-1908) and
(Mar 9-18) Selected poems (1903-1923)

<deadline #4, Mar 23>
Weeks 11-13: Melanie Klein, “The Psychogenesis of Manic-Depressive States” (1935 essay)
(Mar 23-8 Apr) Thomas Mann, Death in Venice (1912 novella)

Luchino Visonti, “Death in Venice” (1971 film)
<deadline #5, Apr 13>




