NORD 340 (3):
Sami Histories and Cultures
2025-26 Winter Term 2

The University of British Columbia
Department of Central, Eastern, and Northern European Studies

NORD 340 (3): Sami Histories and Cultures

Acknowledgement

UBC'’s Point Grey Campus is located on the traditional, ancestral, occupied, and unceded territory of the
x*mobk¥oyom (Musqueam) people, and in this course we attempt to fulfill our cultural obligation to
x*moabk¥ayam people by centring the social, cultural, and political realities of Sami and other Indigenous
peoples. This course will explore the diversities and commonalities of global Indigeneity, centre the
perspectives of Indigenous peoples, and look critically at power, place, and colonialism in different parts
of the world.

Course Information

Course Title Course Code Number Credit Value

Sami Histories and Cultures NORD 340 3 Credits

Meeting Times and Place

NORD 340-201  Tuesday/Thursday 3:30 - 5:00 BRCS 2070

Course Contact Details Office Office Hours

Instructor

Tim Frandy tim.frandy@ubc.ca Buchanan T/R 11:00 — 12:00 and by appointment
Tower 901

Calendar Description
Sami cultural history, with focus on traditional culture, colonization, and decolonization.

Prerequisites and Co-requisites
No prerequisites or co-requisites

Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
LO1: Demonstrate a sound knowledge of Sami history, culture, religion, colonization, and
cultural resurgence.
LO2: Analyze Nordic and European history from a Sdmi perspective, looking at structures and
hierarchies of power built into settler colonial logics and practices.
LO3: Discuss the relationships between—and shared and different experiences of—Sami people
and other Indigenous peoples around the world, with particular emphasis on the Indigenous
peoples of the Pacific Northwest.
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LO4: Analyze the way colonization impacts Sami culture, social structures, and identity
formation through processes of disruption, negotiation, and resistance.
LOS5: Craft effective and nuanced analysis and interpretation of Sami cultural products from Sami

perspectives, using both scholarly and primary source materials.

Course Overview

NORD 340 explores the everyday life, artistic expressions, and the political realities of Sdmi people—the
Indigenous people in Norway, Sweden, Finland, and the Kola Peninsula of Russia—from Sami
perspectives. In particular, this course offers a counternarrative of settler colonial history that focuses on
Nordic colonialisms and Sami resilience, resistance, and revitalization. Further, the course integrates
comparative Indigenous perspectives from the Pacific Northwest, in particular from the colonial entity
currently known as British Columbia, in order to highlight comparative aspects of settler colonialism and
Indigeneity in the Global North today.

The course is constructed in such a way that it highlights aspects of Sami and Indigenous folklife, the
ways that colonization has worked to disrupt and dispossess Indigenous social, political, and cultural
sovereignty, and the ways Indigenous people have creatively rekindled traditional culture to take on new
meanings in contemporary contexts to advance a decolonial agenda. The first third of the course builds up
a base knowledge of cultural literacy, surveying languages, subsistence economy, religious practices, and
traditional arts. The middle part details the impacts, logics, and strategies for colonization of S4pmi. The
final third looks at the innovative ways Sami people have sustained, rekindled, and reconnected with their
own cultural practices, from village to city, from Norden to North America.

Course Format

NORD 340 is a lecture/discussion/readings-based course. Each week will involve a different thematic
topic. Students will be primarily assessed through writing-based exams, oral presentations, and scholarly
writing.

Learning Materials

No books are required for purchase. All required readings and materials (see Course Reading List below)
are posted on our course Canvas site (canvas.ubc.ca).

Assessment of Learning

Class participation 15%
Sami current events presentation 25%
(or Performance Response Paper)

Midterm exam 30%

Final exam 30%

90-100% = A+  76-79% = B+ 64-67% = C+ 50-54% =D
85-89% =A 72-75% =B 60-63% =C 00-49% =F
80-84% = A- 68-71% = B- 55-59% = C-

Class Participation (15%)

The success of this course depends on in-class discussion of readings. For that reason, it’s essential that
all students come prepared for discussion, with course materials read in advance of class. Students will be
assessed holistically on their presence, preparedness, and willingness to engage with course materials
during in-class discussion and activities. In general, participation grades will be “baselined” in relation to
your other grades in the course (e.g., if you earn 75% on your graded work, your participation grade will
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begin at 75%). Active course engagement and participation will raise it; deficient course participation
(e.g., if you seldom come to class, refuse to engage in discussion, or are on your phone through the whole
class) will lower it.

The instructor reserves the right—in the event that discussions are unproductive because of lack of
preparation—to require students to do occasional reading quizzes or journals to earn their participation
grade for the course.

If you are going to miss more than an occasional routine absence (due to sickness or personal conflicts),
please be sure to reach out to inform me via email. This way we can ensure it won’t inadvertently impact
your participation grade, and that you can be better prepared to catch up with missing materials.

Midterm Exam (30%)

The midterm exam is a writing-based exam that explores topics from the first half of the course.
Questions will be provided at least one week in advance on a Midterm Exam Study Guide. The exam will
be taken in class on Thursday, February 12.

Final Exam (30%)

The final exam is a writing-based exam that explores topics from the last half of the course. It will be
taken on paper, during the final exam period (TBD). Questions will be provided at least one week in
advance of the exam on a Final Exam Study Guide.

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO ASSIGNMENTS

Because of two particularly relevant performances at the Chan Centre this term, students may choose
either the standard “Sami Current Events Presentation” oral presentation, or a “Performance Response
Paper” assignment that requires students to attend either the performance of either Kiuryaq (Jan. 28) or
Split Tooth (Feb. 5). Students may use the discount code STUDENT30 to purchase tickets for $30
anywhere in the hall.

Sdami Current Events Presentation (25%)

For this assignment, students will give one joint 10-15 minute presentation to the class that comparatively
discusses Sami and First Nations, Métis, or Inuit current events in Canada—whether political, social,
environmental, economic, or cultural. Students must develop a comparative aspect to this event, looking
in relation to issues First Nation peoples face both locally and abroad.

Students should work in pairs to jointly plan a presentation. In general, one student should focus on
Sapmi; the other on Canada. The two “sides” to the presentation should connect in some meaningful way,
comparatively looking at language revitalization, defining “status,” environmental threats, governance,
land reclamation, etc. You will be graded as individual presenters.

Students will present their findings to the class formally in a 10 minute presentation. A short Powerpoint
presentation (or equivalent) is required Students must upload their slides/media to Canvas, to assist in
evaluation of the presentation.

Students are expected to deliver the presentation extemporaneously. Notes are welcome, but reading from
a script is not allowed. The reason for this policy is generative Al.

Students may wish to begin their research with searchable English-language sites like Google News or
Euro News, turn to Indigenous media like the site of the Sami Council, Native News Online, or use public
media’s Indigenous content like CBC Indigenous. Further, some browsers (like Chrome and, more
recently Safari) have built in translation software, allowing you to read Sami news direct from Norway,
Sweden, and Finland at NRK Sapmi, SVT Sapmi, and YLE Sapmi. Google translate (and Chrome) now
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allows low-quality translation from North Sami, allowing you to have greater access to Sami language
news sites as well. Deadlines will be rolling for this assignment.

Performance Response Paper (25%)

For this assignment, students must attend a performance of either Kiuryaq (Jan. 28) or Split Tooth (Feb.
5). Students may use the discount code STUDENT30 to purchase tickets for $30 anywhere in the hall.

Students are expected to write a 5-6 page, double spaced response paper about the performances.
Response papers should include a brief summary/characterization of the performance, an exploration of
important themes that run throughout the work, and a critical/analytical reaction to the paper. By a critical
reaction, | mean exploring not just whether you like it or not, nor whether it was good or bad, but rather
how it succeeded or fell short, what ideas it explored or neglected, how it might impact both Indigenous
and non-Indigenous audiences, and how the perspectives it presents agrees with or differs from other
Indigenous perspectives in the course.

Research and formal citations are NOT required for this assignment. Papers are due February 24th.

All assignments are assessed on 1) command of content, theory and concepts developed in the course; 2)
the quality of humanistic analysis and argument presented in the assignment; 3) the efficacy of
communication in the finished product.
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Overview of Course Schedule

NORD 340 (3):

Sami Histories and Cultures
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Week Date Topic Assignments

1 1/6, 1/8 Séami Culture: Insiders and Outsiders

2 1/13, 115 Sami Languages

3 1/20, 1/22 Land and Livelihoods

4 1/27,1/29 Sami Mythology & Religion

5 2/3, 2/5 Sami Narrative Culture

6 2/10, 212 Sami Narrative Culture (Continued); Ofelas Midterm Exam (Feb.
12)

7 217,219 No class; midterm break

8 2/24, 2/26 Settler Colonialism Performance
Response Papers due
(Feb. 24)

9 3/3, 3/5 Christianity & Missionization

10 3/10, 3/12 Kautokeino Rebellion (no class meetings due to instructor

travel)

11 3/17, 3/19 Joik and Music

12 3/24, 3/26 Duodiji & Art

13 3/31, 4/2 Sami in Diaspora

14 4/6, 4/8 Queering Sapmi

Finals | 4/14-4/25 Final Examination Period Final Exam
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Course Reading List and Schedule

All the reading materials are available on the course Canvas site. You are expected to read the materials
prior to class and come prepared to discuss them.

Week 1 (1/5-1/10

Sami Insiders and Qutsiders

No Readings Due

Week 2 (1/11-1/17)
Sami L.anguages

Tuesday

Jernsletten, Nils. 1997. “Sami Traditional Terminology: Professional Terms Concerning Salmon, Reindeer
and Snow.” In Sami Culture in a New Era: The Norwegian Sami Experience., edited by Harald
Gaski. Karasjok, Norway: Davvi Girji OS: 86-108.

Gaski, Harald. 1999. “A Language to Catch Birds With.” Weber Studies. Voices and Viewpoints of the
Contemporary West 16.2: 18-26.

Thursday

Pasanen, Annika.’It should be her language’: New speakers of Sami languages transmitting the language
to the next generation.” In Eds. Sanna Valkonen, Aile Aikio, Saara Alakorva, and Sigga-Marja
Magga, The Sami World. London: Routledge, 430-445.

Rosborough, T tat’takul Patricia, and ¢uucqa Layla Rorick. 2017. “Following in the footsteps of the wolf:
Connecting scholarly minds to ancestors in Indigenous language revitalization.” AlterNative: An
International Journal of Indigenous Peoples 13.1: 11-17.

Week 3 (1/18-1/24
Land and Livelihoods

Tuesday

Turi, Johan. 2011 “About Reindeer.” In An Account of the Sdmi. Ed. Emilie Demant Hatt. Trans. Thomas
A. DuBois. Chicago: Nordic Studies Press. 30-49.
Demant Hatt, Emilie. With the L*pps in the High Mountains. 3-18.

Thursday

Turi, Johan. 2011 “About Hunting and Trapping.” In An Account of the Sami. Ed. Emilie Demant Hatt.
Trans. Thomas A. DuBois. Chicago: Nordic Studies Press. 91-118.

Schreiber, Dorothee. 2002. “Our Wealth Sits on the Table: Food, Resistance, and Salmon Fishing in Two
First Nations Communities.” American Indian Quarterly 26: 360-377.

Somby, Niillas. 2003. Gdadde Gandat. Film. https://mediaspace.wisc.edu/media/Gaddeganddat/
0_9zpeus4o

Week 4 (1/25-1/31)
Sami Mythology and Religion

Tuesday

Jensen, Ellen Marie. What We Believe In: Sami Religious Experience and Beliefs from 1593 to the
Present. Karasjohka: CalliidLagadus, 11-50.

Fjellner, Anders. 2003. Beaivvi Bartni. Ed. Harald Gaski. Kara§johka: Davvi Girji. 94-101.
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South Sami Creation Story. https://samicultures.com/Samistories/southernSamistory 2 pages.

Thursday

Meandas stories. Selections.
Attjis and Njavvis stories.
Selected Sieidi Tales.

Week 5 (2/1-2/7)

Sami Narrative Culture

Tuesday

Selected Noaidi Tale translations from Just Qvigstad, Lapiske Eventyr og Sagn.

Jensen, Ellen Marie. What We Believe In: Sami Religious Experience and Beliefs from 1593 to the
Present. Karasjohka: CalliidLagadus, 138-161.

Thursday
Selected Cudit, Ulda & Stallu Tales from Johan Turi, Itkonen & Koskimies, Emilie Demant Hatt.
Demant Hatt, Emilie. With the L*pps in the High Mountains. 106-111.

Week 6 (2/8-2/14
Sami Narrative Culture (Cont.) & Ofelas

Tuesday
Gaup, Nils. 1987. Ofelas. Film. 83 minutes.

DuBois, Thomas A. 2000. “Folklore, Boundaries, and Audience in The Pathfinder.” In Ed. Juha
Pentikdinen, Sami Folkloristics. 255-274.

Thursday
Midterm Exam

Week 7 (2/15-2/21)
No Class-Midterm Break

Week 8 (2/22-2/28)

Settler Colonialism

Tuesday

Lehtola, Veli-Pekka. The Sami People: Traditions in Transition. 28-55.

Bastien, Betty, Jiirgen W. Kremer, Rauna Kuokkanen, and Patricia Vickers. "Healing the impact of
colonization, genocide, missionization, and racism on indigenous populations." The psychological
impact of war trauma on civilians (2003): 25-38.

Barman, Jean. 2010. “Indigneous Women and Feminism on the Cusp of Contact.” In Eds. Cherry Suzack,
Shari M. Huhndorf, Jeanne Perreault, and Jean Barman, Indigenous Women and Feminism:
Politics, Activism, Culture. Vancouver, University of British Columbia Press. 92-108.

Thursday

Kuokkanen, Rauna. Forthcoming “Is Reindeer the New Buffalo?: Climate Change, the Green Shift and
Manifest Destiny in Sapmi.” Meridians: Feminism, Race, Transnationalism.
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Barman, Jean. 2012. ”Schooled for Inequality: The Education of British Columbia Aboriginal Children.”
In Schooling in Transition: Readings in Canadian History of Education. Ed. Sara Burke, Patrice
Milewski. 255-74.

Week 9 (3/1-3/7)
Missionization & Christianity

Tuesday

Jensen, Ellen Marie. What We Believe In: Sami Religious Experience and Beliefs from 1593 to the
Present. Karasjohka: CalliidLagadus, 50-95.

Rydving, Hakan. 1998. End of the Drum Time. Uppsala: Uppsala University Press. 54-68; 108-136.

Thursday
Kristiansen, Roald E. Laestadianism. In Ed. Ellen Marie Jenson, What We Believe In: Sami Religious
Experience from 1593 to the Present. Karasjok, Norway: CalliidLagadus, 2015. 96-136.

Week 10 (3/8-3/14)
Kautokeino Rebellion (class does not meet due to instructor travel)

Tuesday
-no class-
Gaup, Nils. 2016. Kautokeino Rebellion. 94 minutes.

Thursday
-no class-

Week 11 (3/15-3/21)
Joik & Music

Tuesday
Stoor, Krister. 2021. “Complex Yoiks — A Time Traveller: Aboriginal Oral Traditions Among the Sami in
Sweden.” Arctic Yearbook 2021: 1-10.

Thursday

Mari Boine. “Gula Gula.” https://youtu.be/bLhmmChzkl0

Mari Boine. “Mu Eadni.” https://youtu.be/JSfr-19dpil

Angelit. “Giddat.” https://youtu.be/Fn610Byg83M

Ulla Pirttijarvi Lansman & Ulda. “Guovssahasat.” https://youtu.be/ui6JH7fkUmw
Sofia Jannok. “This is my Land.” https://youtu.be/riXVuhIMNQA

Wimme Saari. Live. https:/youtu.be/OH1 GN545¢gj4

Transjoik (Frode Fjellheim). “Meavraa.” https://youtu.be/4L-eqZ15UKY
SlinCraze. “Suhtadit.” https://youtu.be/aOWHOW 6t6eM

SlinCraze. “Amma.” https://youtu.be/pZn8 9gsOIM

Ailu Valle, Amoc, Hilda Lansman, Heidi Gauriloff. “Steehlaz kaavas.” https://youtu.be/empMKZzJWjo
Dakota Bear. “Freedom.” https://youtu.be/BdZJaxBybTA

The Hallucinations Nation. “Stadium Pow Wow.” https://youtu.be/eAEmjW9J3 o

Tall Paul. “Prayers in a Song.” https://youtu.be/BIQJCINQDBo
Sami Grand Prix. (Browse). https://youtu.be/C_EwbO7SULE
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Week 12 (3/22-3/28)
Duodji & Art

Tuesday

DuBois, Thomas A. 2018. "Lars Levi Sunna.” Sacred to the Touch: Nordic and Baltic Religious Wood
Carving. 103-128.

Hertz, Carrie. “Sami Gakti.” In Dressing with Purpose. 157-202.

Eeva-Kistiina Harlin and Outi Pieski. “The Legacy of Ladjogahpir: Rematriating Sapmi with

Foremother’s Hat of Pride.” Ed. Carrie Hertz, Dressing With a Purpose. 203-210.

Museum of Vancouver. Temixw. Stories from the Land. Online Exhibit. https://museumofvancouver.ca/

temixw-stories-from-the-land

Thursday
Holmberg, Niillas. 2016. The Way Back.
Nils Aslak Valkeapéi. “My Home is in my Heart.” 8 pages.

Nils Aslak Valkeapai. Selections. Beaivi Ahcazan (The Sun my Father).

Week 13 (3/29-4/4)
Sami in Diaspora

Tuesday

Sallie Anna Steiner. 2022. “A Growing Art’: Traditional Arts and Heritage Rediscovery in Northern

Minnesota Scandinavian Communities.” In Eds. Tim Frandy and B. Marcus Cederstrom, Culture
Work: Folklore for the Public Good. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 216-226.
Gary Anderson. Skyfixer. Selections.

Ron Riekki. My Ancestors are Reindeer Herders and I am Melting in Extinction. Selections.
Vivian Prescott. Old Woman With Berries in Her Lap. Selections.
Pacific Sdmi Searvi. https:/pacificsami.org

Thursday
Vorren, Ornulv. Sami, Reindeer, and Gold in Alaska. 11-37; 128-134.

Week 14 (4/5-4/11)
Queering Sipmi & Indigenous Feminisms

Tuesday

Lindquist, Sara and Elfrida Bergman. 2014. Queering Sapmi. Excerpts.

Ritni Tears. ”Interview with Ritni Tears.” https://crushingcolonialism.org/interview-with-ritni-tears/

Ilona Verley. “How former Canada's Drag Race contestant Ilona Verley came to terms with being on the
trans spectrum.” https://www.straight.com/living/how-former-canadas-drag-race-contestant-iona-
verley-came-to-terms-with-being-on-trans

Chelazon Leroux. ““Canada’s Drag Race’ Season 3: ‘After the Sashay’ with Chelazon Leroux.” https://
xtramagazine.com/video/canadas-drag-race-season-3-after-the-sashay-with-chelazon-
leroux-227776

Thursday
Course Reflection/Make-Up Day—No Readings Due
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Instructor-Specific Policies of Note

Late Work

It is important that you stay on task and meet weekly deadlines... students get into trouble when they fall
behind. But sometimes life gets in the way of our ability to meet deadlines. If you are having problems
meeting deadlines (particularly for major assignments), please communicate with me as soon as possible,
and we can try to come up with a solution. We almost always can. Please let me know before you’re
going to miss a deadline, rather than afterwards, since that’s really the much more polite and responsible
thing to do.

Missing Class
Though I want you all in class, there are all kinds of reasons to miss class. If you’re feeling sick, you

should stay home. If you have personal situations arise (family situations, work commitments, other
responsibilities, etc), then you should attend to those. If you really need a mental health day, maybe you
should take one.

Although I don’t take daily attendance in the class, if you’re finding you’re going to have to miss class for
more than 2 classes in a row (or if you’re accumulating a lot of absences through the term), you would be
wise to reach out via email to either me, or the course TA, Tyler. Missing class means you’re missing
essential course content that you won’t simply get from the slides, and it also may negatively impact your
participation grade.

I usually post slides within a couple days after class to Canvas, however, my PowerPoints tend to be
image heavy—and therefore not easily readable as a standalone document.

Generative Al Use

For the purposes of NORD 341, generative Al is not allowed to be used on graded work. Any graded
work that fails three Al generator detector tests with 75% or more probability will be automatically given
a 0, and a meeting with the professor will be required. A second offence will be reported as academic
misconduct. The instructor further reserves the right to hold oral interviews with students to formally
assess learning, in the event that Al use is suspected.

Be warned: many common writing tools, like Grammarly, offer up language revision suggestions that
trigger Al generators. It is the student’s responsibility to check their work against Al generators if you’re
using these technologies.

The reason for this policy is that generative Al does not encourage students to grow as critical thinkers or
better writers. If we ask bots to generate assignments, write assignments, and grade assignments, we have
failed to understand the purpose of the university. They short-circuit the system of honesty and trust in
which learning needs to happen. In more practical terms, generative Al creates flowery language that says
nothing, and it creates massive issues with fair assessment across a class. Plus, each case takes an absurd
amount of time to address, which should be dedicated to providing useful feedback on other students'
work.

University and Course Policies
Academic Integrity
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The academic enterprise is founded on honesty, civility, and integrity. As members of this enterprise, all
students are expected to know, understand, and follow the codes of conduct regarding academic integrity.
At the most basic level, this means submitting only original work done by you and acknowledging all
sources of information or ideas and attributing them to others as required. This also means you should not
cheat, copy, or mislead others about what is your work. Violations of academic integrity (i.e., misconduct)
lead to the breakdown of the academic enterprise, and therefore serious consequences arise and harsh
sanctions are imposed. For example, incidences of plagiarism or cheating may result in a mark of zero on
the assignment or exam and more serious consequences may apply when the matter is referred to the
Office of the Dean. Careful records are kept in order to monitor and prevent recurrences. A more detailed
description of academic integrity, including the University’s policies and procedures, may be found in the
UBC Calendar: Student Conduct and Discipline.

Students might additionally consult the UBC Library Plagiarism Guide for general information on
plagiarism, information on safe practices to avoid plagiarism and more
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/tutorial-Ifs/citing/plagiarism

Academic Concessions

UBC'’s academic concession policy (http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3.329,0.,0)
states that students seeking academic concession for any of three reasons: conflicting responsibilities;
medical circumstances; and compassionate grounds, would take the following steps:

If you miss marked coursework for the first time (assignment, exam, presentation, participation in class)
and the course is still in-progress, please submit a Student Self-Declaration (https://www.arts.ubc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/sites/24/2019/10/Student-Self-Declaration-Form-1.6-Arts.pdf) to the instructor as soon as
possible so that your in-term concession case can be evaluated.

If this is not the first time that you have requested concession or if classes are over, you are required to fill
out the Arts Academic Advising’s online academic concession form, so that an advisor can evaluate your
concession case. For additional information you can consult this site: https://students.arts.ubc.ca/advising/

academic-performance/help-academic-concession/

If you are a student in a different Faculty, please consult your Faculty’s webpage on academic concession,
and then contact me where appropriate.

Academic Accommodation

Academic accommodations help students with a disability or ongoing medical condition overcome
challenges that may affect their academic success. Students requiring academic accommodations must
register with the Centre for Accessibility (previously known as Access & Diversity). The Centre will
determine that student's eligibility for accommodations in accordance with Policy LR7: Academic
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities. Academic accommodations are not determined by your
instructors, and instructors should not ask you about the nature of your disability or ongoing medical
condition, or request copies of your disability documentation. However, your instructor may consult with
the Centre for Accessibility should the accommodations affect the essential learning outcomes of a
course.

Class Preparedness

For every class you are expected to have required reading and/or due assignments completed, and are
ready to participate in discussions. If you require additional audio/visual equipment for a presentation or
project in class, please notify me through email at least 3 business days before the class so that I can
reserve the equipment.
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Academic Freedom

The classroom is a place for the open discussion of ideas and issues. The points of view expressed by the
instructor represent a professional perspective of matters related to Critical European Studies, and you
and your peers are expected to contribute. However, if at any time you wish to further discuss an issue
taken up from class, or do not feel comfortable to engage, please feel free to contact the instructor.

Early Alert

We participate in the Early Alert Program which helps me support students who are facing difficulties that
are interfering with school. If you are feeling stressed, please notify the TA or the instructor and indicate
that you would like assistance. While we are not trained to help with personal problems, we can get you
help from people who are. Any information that they receive from you or us is strictly confidential and is
in the interest of your academic success and wellbeing. For more information, please visit Early Assist.
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