
 
Department of Central, Eastern and Northern European Studies 

 
Velkommen to the Nordic Program! 

 
NORD 414: Topics in Northern European Culture Studies (English) 

Acknowledgement 
 
UBC’s Point Grey Campus is located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territory of the xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam) people. The land upon which it is situated 
has always been a place of learning for the Musqueam people, who for millennia have 
passed on their culture, history, and traditions from one generation to the next on this 
site. 
 
Danish 
UBCs Point Grey Campus er placeret på Musqueam-folkets nedarvede, traditionsrige 
og ikke retsmæssigt afståede territorie. Området, hvorpå det er placeret, har altid 
fungeret som et rum for læring for Musqueam-folket, som i årtusinder har videregivet 
deres historie, kultur og traditioner fra én generation til den næste på dette sted. 
 
Swedish 
UBC Vancouver ligger på xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam)-folkets traditionella, nedärvda 
och icke överlåtna territorium. Det landområde campus är placerat på, har alltid varit 
en plats för lärande för Musqueam-folket, som i årtusenden har fört vidare sin kultur, 
historia och traditioner från en generation till nästa på denna mark. 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Title: Nordic Studies    Code: DANI 210     Section: 201     Credit Value: 3 

Meeting Times: MWF, 10 – 11 pm  
 
UBC Schedule: https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines  
 
Meeting Locations: LIFE 2212 

 

CONTACTS 

Instructor:                Ann-Kathrine Havemose  

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/dates-and-deadlines


Contact:  Make sure to check Announcements on Canvas regularly. This will 

be our main tool to communicate but you can also email me at  

annkathrine.havemose@mail.ubc.ca  

(disclaimer: I will not be answering emails on weekends) 

Office hours:  Mondays 2:30-3:30 pm in Buchanan Tower 905 or by appointment 

Fika (the Swedish word for having coffee/tea together):  

Drop-in 4-5 pm on Wednesdays in CENES Lounge (Room 910), 9th floor, 

Buchanan Tower from January 14  

DISCLAIMER 
The material in this course includes content that might be offensive and upsetting to 
some readers, such as strong language, reference to and consumption of alcohol and 
drugs, violence, graphic and sexual imagery. Some also deal with sensitive issues, 
such as suicide, death, racism, and sexual abuse. 

If for any reason whatsoever you feel engaging with a particular text might 
negatively impact your mental health, please email me at 
annkathrine.havemsose@ubc.ca immediately or have someone you trust email 
me on your behalf, so that we make an alternative arrangement. 

This course is not designed for you to memorise its content, and there will be no 
quizzes to test your ability to cram information. Rather, this course is designed to 
engage students in their own learning, here understood as the ability and willingness to 
approach the materials from a critical perspective and encourage critical thinking.  

COURSE STRUCTURE AND ACTIVITIES 
In this course, we will take a critical look at the Nordic countries, their politics, history 
and conflicts and issues that are currently up for debate. We will be looking at topics 
relating to children and childhood, immigration and integration, (post)colonization and 
equality taking Denmark as our main case/example. Each topic will be approached 
from different perspectives using different media and sources such as literary texts, 
legislation, statistics and more which will allow you to 1) gain an understanding of the 
history of and reasons for the Nordic mindset and cultural development, 2) expand you 
understanding of your own as well as other cultures, and 3) react to and discuss topics 
in a mature and reflected way.  
 
You will reflect on the topics covered in class by engaging in in-class and written 
discussions; performing your own research and the making of a creative project 
throughout the semester – the specifics of which are up to you.  

mailto:annkathrine.havemose@mail.ubc.ca


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successful completion of this course (i.e. with active attendance and 
participation, completion of reading and writing assignments) students will be 
individually and cooperatively able to:  

• Describe cultural tendencies in the Nordic countries today, and asses their 
impact on cultural and intellectual life within the area and in a western context. 

• Define important concepts and identify historical and cultural contexts 
surrounding their emergence and development. 

• Recognize aspects of gender, sexuality and social standing in the area and 
cultural products discussed. 

• Analyse texts in context (i.e. to genre, topic, media etc.) and compare their 
content and cultural contexts with other cultural products. 

• Respond to thematic questions in a critical, clear and concise form.  

• Maturely identify civic and political debate and participate in them in a way 
that is respectful to your fellow debaters, your audience as well as the 
people/topics you are discussing. 

• Interact with violent and/or offensive material in a respectful, mature and 
constructive manner.  

 

LEARNING MATERIALS  
Texts (required, available at UBC Bookstore or various webshops): 

Christiansen, P. M. (2024). Consensual Policy-Making in the Nordic World, University of 
Wisconsin Press  

Korneliussen, Niviaq (2018). Last Night in Nuuk, trans. Anna Halager, Black Cat, New 
York 

Lindgren, Astrid (1978). Pippi Longstocking, Puffin Modern Classics 

Strömquist, Liv (2018). Fruit of Knowledge: The Vulva vs. The Patriarchy* 

 

All secondary and/or academic texts will be posted in the individual class tab on 
Canvas for you to access. Just because it isn’t on the syllabus, doesn’t mean there 
isn’t any reading. 

*This book is required in physical copy as we will be working with the format, colour and 
media. 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE (subject to change) 

This course is divided into 5 modules each covering a different part of Nordic culture. 
Within each module we will be examining different problematics or themes through 
sociological, socio-political, historical, and/or literary texts and contexts. 



The semester will be concluded by a creative group project that somehow relates to 
one or more of the topics we’ve explored that will be put on display either online or 
somewhere on campus (location TBA) and concluded with a short, written evaluation 
of your own and your group’s project and efforts. 

 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND CLASSES (subject to change) 

This syllabus is an outline for the course and the topics we will cover during the 

semester. Note that the syllabus is subject to change and will likely change depending 

on the students’ advancement in class. What you will need to prepare for each class 

will be found in Modules on Canvas. ALWAYS CHECK CANVAS BEFORE EACH CLASS.  

 

Module 1: Politics and Government (Week 1-2, 01.05-01.16) 
Topics: Course orientation, social democracy, the welfare model, consensual policy-
making 

Required reading:  Andersen, T. M. (2021). The Nordic Welfare Model. Economic 
Performance in the Nordic World, University of Wisconsin 
Press (excerpts, available on canvas) 

Christiansen, P. M. (2024).  Consensual Policy-Making in the 
Nordic World, University of Wisconsin Press  

  Korsgaard, O. (2022). Peoplehood in the Nordic World, 
University of Wisconsin Press (excerpts, available on canvas) 

Deadline:  Idea proposals, Friday 01.09, 11:59 pm 

 Group formation, Friday 01.16, 11:59 pm 

 

Module 2: Nordic Childhood (Week 3-4, 01.19-01.30)  
Topics: The UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, Education and childhood, The 
Competent Child and ‘The good democratic citizen’ 

Required reading: Christensen, N. & Appel, C. (2021). Chapter 5. New roles and 
new rights for children, 1950-2000 in Children's Literaure in 
the Nordic World, Aarhus University Press (available on 
Canvas) 

Lindgren, Astrid (1978). Pippi Longstocking, Puffin Modern 
Classics 

Ringsmose, C., & Kragh-Müller, G. (eds.) (2017). Nordic Social 
Pedagogical Approach to Early Years (Vol. 15, pp. 189–204). 



Springer International Publishing. (excerpts, available on 
Canvas) 

Friday 01.30:  Student presentations: initial project report, in-class. 

 

Module 3: Immigration and Integration (Week 5-8, 02.02-02.25)  
Topics: Integration/assimilation, immigration in the welfare state, Nordic 
‘homogeneity’, the Muhammad crisis, Immigrant Voices 

Required reading: Andersen, T. M. (2021). The Nordic Welfare Model. Economic 
Performance in the Nordic World, University of Wisconsin 
Press (excerpts, available on canvas) 

Brochmann, G. & Hagelund, A. (2012). Welfare State, Nation 
and Immigration. Immigration Policy and the Scandinavian 
Welfare State 1945-2010, Palgrave Macmillan (available on 
Canvas) 

Lundström, Catrin and Teitelbaum, Benjamin R. (2017). 
"Nordic Whiteness: An Introduction" Scandinavian Studies, 
vol 89:2, pp. 151-58, University of Illonois Press (available on 
Canvas) 

Skadegård, Mira Chandhok and Horst, Chritstian (2021). 
"Between a rock and a hard place: a study of everyday racism, 
racial discrimination, and racial microaggressions in 
contemporary Denmark" Social Identities, 27:1, pp. 92-113 
(available on Canvas) 

Deadline:   Feedback 1, Sunday 02.08, 11:59 pm 

  Declaration of intend, Sunday 02.15, 11:59 pm 

 

WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK, NO CLASS  

 

Module 4: Gender (In)equality (Week 8-11, 02.27-03.16)  

Topics: Gender branding (nation branding), feminism in Norden, menstrual activism, 
parenthood and parental rights 

Required reading: Dørum, K. (2019). Perspectives on Nordic gender equality 
policy and Europeanisation. In Nordic Gender Equality Policy 
in a Europeanisation Perspective. Routledge. (available on 
Canvas) 



Larsen, E., Moss, S. M., & Skjelsbæk, I. (Eds.). (2021). Gender 
Equality and Nation Branding in the Nordic Region. Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003017134 (excerpts, available 
on Canvas) 

Strömquist, Liv (2018). Fruit of Knowledge: The Vulva vs. The 
Patriarchy 

Deborah Schooler, L. Monique Ward, Ann Merriwether & 
Allison S. Caruthers (2005). "Cycles of shame: Menstrual 
shame, body shame, and sexual decision‐making", Journal of 
Sex Research, 42:4, 324-334, DOI: 
10.1080/00224490509552288 (available on Canvas) 

 

Module 5: Greenland (Week 11-14, 03.18-04.10) 

Topics: Greenland as part of Danish Commonwealth, Inuit identity, Indigenous 
knowledge and traditions, Trump and Greenland 

Required reading: Andrews, T. (2020). Indigenous Futures and Medieval Pasts: 
An Introduction. English Language Notes, 58(2), 1–17. 
https://doi.org/10.1215/00138282-8557777 (available on 
Canvas) 

Korneliussen, Niviaq (2018). Last Night in Nuuk, trans. Anna 
Halager, Black Cat, New York 

Stern, P. (Ed.). (2021). The Inuit World. Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429275470 (excerpts, available 
on Canvas) 

Friday 03.27:  Student presentations: project progress report, in-class 

 

APRIL 3-6: EASTER, NO CLASS  

 

ASSESSMENT 

Participation   20%  

Group presentations (and feedback)  15%  

Written reflections   25 % 

Successful completion of creative project 15% 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003017134
https://doi.org/10.1215/00138282-8557777
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429275470


Final Reflection Paper   25% 

 

Participation (20%) 

Students are responsible for their own learning. This means it is your job to 

• Show up to class prepared and on time, 

• Participate actively in class activities (answer questions, participate in group 

work, complete writing prompts), 

• Ask if there is something you are uncertain of,  

• Find ways to keep up to date if you miss a class (emails asking for notes or 

recaps will not be answered).  

Presence in class is mandatory, and your active participation (oral and written) is 

requested and appreciated. Participation grades will be based on the instructor’s 

assessment of students’ involvement in daily classroom work and demonstrated 

familiarity with readings, as well as their overall engagement with the material. 

Make sure to read the materials before the scheduled classes. Unexcused absences 

will negatively affect your grade. Punctuality is also appreciated. Repeated tardiness 

will also negatively affect your participation grade. Absences will be excused at the 

instructor’s discretion, based on UBC and departmental policy. 

Please remember that attendance is not the same as participation – you will not be 
rewarded simply for showing up, but for engaging with class activities. 

Late policy:  

Continuous tardiness (in-class attendance or assignments) without sufficient 

explanation will result in lower marks. Remember that showing up late or leaving early 

repeatedly is disrupting and disrespectful to your instructor and your peers.  

 

In accordance with UBC Policies and Regulations, students are expected to attend class 

regularly. In NORD 414, students may not miss more than 40% of the course’s 

scheduled class sessions regardless of whether their absences are avoidable or 

unavoidable. In the event that a student misses 11 or more hours of class time, they may 

be considered unable to meet the learning outcomes of the course and may therefore 

be excluded from final examination.  



Those students who are unavoidably absent from in-person or online class or miss 

multiple class sessions and their associated in-class assignments must report their 

absence to me immediately or upon their return to participating in class in order to 

establish how they should proceed in catching up on missed material. Students may 

be granted a concession for their absence either by me or, in the case of an extended 

absence, by the Academic Advising Services of the Faculty of Arts.  

CREATIVE PROJECT (15% upon completion) 

Throughout the semester you will be working on a creative project of your choosing. 

The project is done in groups (3-5 people). The project can either be a physical or 

digital poster, an artifact, a media project or similar that reflects on one or more topics 

worked with and/or discussed in class. The intention with the project is to allow you to 

process and access the material in the course in a way that utilizes your pre-existing 

knowledge, motivates you and that fuels your learning experience. You will be given 

class time to work on your project during the semester. 

The completion of the product will be graded as complete/in-complete along with the 

in-class presentations, while your written evaluations and final term paper (academic 

reflection) will be percentage-graded.  

At the end of the semester the projects will be displayed either in a physical or digital 

space.  

More information can be found on Canvas → Modules → Course Orientation. 

Presentations (15% including feedback) 

As part of the creative project, each group must prepare two 5-minute presentations 

explaining their goals with and process of their project (5% each).  

The point of the presentation is for the groups to share and inspire one-another, while 

also forcing the groups to reflect on their choice of topic, media, approach and use of 

sources. Each group will receive constructive feedback from their peers (5%).  

Each presentation will be assessed as complete/in-complete.  

Written reflections (25%) 



Along with each presentation, each group must also produce a short, written, 

academic reflection focusing on evaluating their process, encouraging the groups to be 

critical of their project and approach throughout the semester. 

Each written reflection will be assessed according to UBC grading scheme. You will be 

assessed based on your ability to critically reflect on i) your process, ii) the 

collaboration of the group, iii) the material/media/sources used and iiii) the group’s 

ability to link their project to the course and its topics in a meaningful way.  

More information can be found on Canvas → Assignments → Written reflection 

Final term paper (academic reflection) (30%) 

The final term paper is an individual, academic reflection on your creative project (750-

1500 words, double-spaced).  

An academic reflection offers you an opportunity to consider how your experiences 

and observations before and during the process of making the creative project shape 

your thinking. The aim of the academic reflection is to encourage you to explore your 

own ideas about your project through reflective analysis of your chosen topic, format 

and research.  

Your reflection will be assessed according to UBC grading scheme. Your grade will be 

based on your ability to explain an analyse the topic and concepts used based on your 

own point of view (critical reflection). This can include providing (and prioritizing) 

important information; analysing and reflecting on your learning; evaluating your final 

project and process, i.e how it aligned with your expectations and goals, what was 

successful and why, what you might do differently etc.  

More information and guidelines can be found on Canvas → Assignments → Final 

Term Paper  

 

If you find yourself incapable of doing group work due to illness or have a letter of 

accommodation, you can, as your final exam, write an analytical essay.  

This essay will count for 65% of your grade, it will be 15-20 pages and must relate to 

one or more of the topics we’ve worked with in the course.  



You will still have to do either one or two presentations (either 2 presentations of 5 

minutes or 1 of 10), but on a topic and theme of instructor’s choosing when it fits into 

the course schedule. The presentation(s) will count for 15% of your grade.  

 

If you want to take this option, contact me by email annkathrine.havemose@ubc.ca no 

later than Sunday 01.11.  

Late assignments and extension policy 

All assignments should be handed in on the given deadline, but all written assignments 

will have a grace period of 3 days, allowing the student(s) to hand in their work with no 

penalty within this timeframe. A -1% penalty per day will apply to all assignments 

handed in after the 3 days grace period. Any assignment handed in after the deadline 

(not the grace period) will not receive feedback. Assignments handed in later than 7 

days after deadline will not be graded.  

Should you encounter extenuating circumstances that makes it impossible for you to 

meet the given deadline, please contact me via email: annkathrine.havemose@ubc.ca 

as soon as possible so we can discuss your options.  

Any and all extensions requested will only be granted with proof of medical emergency 

or a valid letter of accommodation from Arts Advising.  

NB! Even with a letter of accommodation, you still need to request an extension. 

 

USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN COURSEWORK 

… is generally discouraged across all classes in the Nordic program. Should you be 

considering deploying AI in your course work, I highly encourage you to read the slides 

“Use of AI in academia” in the Course Orientation module in Canvas.  

If you decide to deploy AI to get answers for assignments and/or to generate any text 

for a draft or final version of any part of a written assignment, do so responsibly*! You 

must declare that you have used AI describing in a couple of sentences the 

extent to which it was used, and you must save any generated text (as 

screenshots) from this tool in case it is requested. Failure to provide proper 

reference and description will be considered a breach of academic integrity and an 

academic misconduct.  

mailto:annkathrine.havemose@ubc.ca
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*Responsible use of AI includes but is not limited to  

• Understanding that AI is not a search engine, and is known to fabricate and/or 

hallucinate information to provide a satisfactory-looking answer.  

• Understanding that most commonly used AI tools are LLMs that do not account 

for accuracy, but produces language depending on statistic probability.  

• Understanding that all AI models are trained on human-produced materials and 

are more likely than not to produce biased work often excluding POC, women, 

indigenous, or basing its results on stereotypes and/or generalisations. 

• Understanding that sharing research papers with AI (like uploading peer-

reviewed work) is not only helping to train AI, but is also giving the AI access to 

someone else’s intellectual property without their consent, and potentially 

violating copyright.  

• Understanding that any use of AI big or small has a huge environmental impact.  

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

Academic misconduct includes any conduct by which a student gains or attempts to 

gain an unfair academic advantage or benefit thereby compromising the integrity of the 

academic process, or helping or attempting to help another person commit an act of 

academic misconduct or gain, or attempt to gain, an unfair academic advantage. 

If you are suspected of academic misconduct, you will be asked to meet with your 

instructor and a notetaker to discuss the situation. If the instructor concludes that 

misconduct has occurred, the instructor must report the allegations in accordance 

with the procedures established by the Dean of the Faculty in which the course was 

offered or to the Dean of the Faculty in which a graduate student is registered for 

allegations involving a graduate student.  

You can find more information on what is considered academic misconduct and the 

process at the UBC website: https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/campus-wide-

policies-and-regulations/student-conduct-and-discipline/discipline-academic-

misconduct. 

 



WHAT CAN I DO AFTER TAKING THIS COURSE? 
 
Pursue a minor in Nordic Studies  

https://cenes.ubc.ca/undergraduate/nordic-studies/  
https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/faculties-colleges-and-
schools/faculty-arts/bachelor-arts/nordic-studies  

 
Study (more) Swedish or Danish  

https://cenes.ubc.ca/undergraduate/nordic-studies/ 
 
Take more Nordic-related courses at UBC  

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.ca/course-descriptions/subject/nordv  
 
Read more about the Nordic Program here:  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ubcnordicstudies/  
Reddit: https://www.reddit.com/user/ubc_nordic/   

 
Join the Scandinavian and Nordic Cultural Association  

Email: ubcsnsa@gmail.com  
Website: https://ubcsnsa.weebly.com/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ubcsnsa  
Discord: https://discord.com/invite/GmqV4hNJg4  

 Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/user/69putffsttc9vas9kw5g558sl  
 
Submit NORD/DANI/SWED course work to undergraduate journal, The Scanner: 

https://ubcsnsa.weebly.com/the-scanner.html  
 
Study in Scandinavia/Norden, www.students.ubc.ca/global/ 
 
Contact the Nordic Studies Undergraduate Advisor, Tim Frandy, with questions or for 
more information (tim.frandy@ubc.ca)  
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