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GMST 424 Course overview 
 
Reading material 
All reading material will be on the Canvas FILES section (for details see course overview) 
with the exception of this book, which we will not start until mid-March. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course overview 
 
Section A:  What is chronopolitics?  
 
Tuesday, 6 January Introduction to the course. Overview. Basic questions  

and formalities  
 

Thursday, 8 January What is chronopolitics?  
 
    Read: 
    SEC A: Esposito Becker 
 
Tuesday, 13 January  Greek basics: Kairos and Chronos 
 
    Read: 
    SEC A: Hartog Chronos Kairos 
 

Research: 
The Greek gods Kairos and Kronos 
What is kairos in Christian thought? 

 
Thursday, 15 January Greek basics: Inventing history  
 
    Read: 

SEC A: Hartog Invention of history   
 
 
Section B:  Rupture and Renewal: Times of Revolution 
 
 
Tuesday, 20 January Into revolution 
 
    Read: 
    SEC B: Edelstein Future Perfect 
 
Thursday, 22 January` Case Study I:  

France, 1789: L'ordre du jour doit être éternel 
 
    Read: 
    SEC B: 1789 material 
         
Tuesday, 27 January Case Study II:  

Romania, 1989: Revolution, Media and Time   
   



    Read:  
SEC B: KIttler Rau Conversation   

     
Recommended viewing:  
Farocki/ Ujică, “Videograms of a Revolution” 
Chuck Norris versus Communism 
 

Thursday, 29 January Case Study II Romania, 1989   
 
    Read: 
    SEC B: Flusser, Death of Politics 
 
Tuesday 3 February  Literary Interlude: The Measures Taken  
 

Read: 
SEC B: Brecht, The Measures Taken   

 
Thursday, 5 February Literary Interlude: The Measures Taken continued  
 
     
 
Section C:  Fascist Chronopolitics (“The Nazi Chronobscene”) 
 
 
Tuesday, 10 February  Nazi Time: Exiting History     
 
    Read:  

SEC C: Clark, Time of the Nazis 
 
Background research: 

    What was the SA? What was the “Röhm Putsch”? 
    The Hyperdiffusionism of Hitler 

 
 
Thursday, 12 February MIDTERM     
 
 
February 17-21  SPRING BREAK    
 
 
Tuesday, 24 February No History after Hitler: “Ruin Value THeory”  
 
    Read:  

SEC C: Speer Ruin Value 
     



Thursday, 26 February No History after Hitler: Absolute Narcissism  
 
    Read:   

SEC C: Blumenberg  
 
 
Section D:  From Cognitive Temporal Warfare to Social Death  
?  
 
Tuesday, 3 March  What is cognitive warfare? 
 
    Read: 
    SEC D: Shultz and Jasparro 
    SEC D: Shultz Cognitive Temporal Warfare 

SEC D: Stark Militarizing Memory 
 
    Prepare 
    What is cognitive warfare? 
    What is a mankurt? 
    Vladimir Putin says: “Wars are won by teachers”. True 

 
Thursday, 5 March  What is cognitive warfare? continued 
 
Tuesday, 10 March  Ultimate destruction and renewal    
 
    Read: 
    SEC D: Schott War rape genocide 
    SEC D: Card Genocide and social death 
 
Thursday, 12 March Ultimate destruction and renewal 
    Case study: Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge 
  
    Read: 
    TBA 
 
 
Section E:  Breaking Times: Accelerationism and beyond  
 
         
Tuesday, 17 March  What is accelerationism? 
   

Read: 
    Steven Shaviro, No Speed Limit 
 

  



  
Thursday. 19 March What is accelerationism? 
 
Tuesday, 24 March   What is accelerationism? 
 
 
Section F:  The Politics of Deep Time 
 
 
Thursday, 26 March Looking back: The Indifferent Old Ones    
 
    Read: 
    H. P. Lovecraft, “The Call of Cthulhu" 
    SEC F: Card Murray  

Re-read intro quotes Q1 - Q3 in SEC C: Blumenberg  
   

 
 
Tuesday, 31 March  Looking forward: The Euchronics of Longtermism  
     

Read: 
SEC F: McLaugh;lin Longtermism 
SEC F: Toores Gebru TESCREAL  

 
 
Thursday, 2 April  Dinosaurs 
 

Read: 
SEC F: Dino material     

 
Tuesday, 7 April    Dinosaurs  
 
Thursday, April 9   Final discussion 
 
 
Final exam   18 April (12:00)    . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evaluation 
 
 
Attendance    10% 
 
Participation    20% 
 
Midterm     30% 
 
Final Exam    40% 
or 
Oral presentation 

Attendance (10%) 

Attendance will be taken in every class. You have three freebies; after that, every class  
missed is 15 points off 100/100. The only exceptions are hardship cases and official university-
sponsored activities, for which the instructor needs third-party advisories (e.g., letters from 
your coach or notes from your faculty advisors--see Academic Concessions Policy below). Note 
that instructors are not allowed to request or receive any personal health information, which 
would include doctor’s notes.   

Midterm (30%) / Scheduled for 14 February 

In-class exams will consist of quiz portion and essay portions. Important: Class notes will be 
posted on Canvas after (almost) every class. The notes are the basis for all exams the quiz 
portions.   

Final exam (40%) / Date TBA (not scheduled by instructors) 

The format of the final exam is similar to that of the in-class exams with an additional essay. For 
the second essay, students may choose a more independent and open topic. 

Oral presentation (40%) 

An (illustrated) presentation of at least 20 minutes (no reading off), followed by a Q&A session 
of at least ten minutes. Joint presentations of up to 3 students are possible, but presentation 
length increases by 10 minutes per additional presenter. The presentations take place during the 
exam period in April. Topics must be discussed with the instructor prior to March 15.    
 
ALL REQUESTS CONCERNING THE FINAL EXAM (E.G., RESCHEDULING DUE TO ILLNESS OR 
UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES) MUST BE DIRECTED TO ACADEMIC ADVISING. ALL STUDENTS 
REGISTERED WITH CFA ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SIGNING UP FOR THE EXAMS.  ALL CASES OF 
PLAGIARISM WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE DEAN’S OFFICE.  
 
 
 



 
 

University and Course Policies  
 
 
 
Academic Integrity  
The academic enterprise is founded on honesty, civility, and integrity. As members of this 
enterprise, all students are expected to know, understand, and follow the codes of conduct 
regarding academic integrity. At the most basic level, this means submitting only original work 
done by you and acknowledging all sources of information or ideas and attributing them to 
others as required. This also means you should not cheat, copy, or mislead others about what 
your work is. Violations of academic integrity (i.e., misconduct) lead to the breakdown of the 
academic enterprise, and therefore serious consequences arise and harsh sanctions are imposed. 
For example, incidents of plagiarism or cheating may result in a mark of zero on the assignment 
or exam and more serious consequences may apply when the matter is referred to the Office of 
the Dean. Careful records are kept in order to monitor and prevent recurrences. A more detailed 
description of academic integrity, including the University’s policies and procedures, may be 
found in the UBC Calendar: Student Conduct and Discipline.  
Student Conduct and Discipline | UBC Academic Calendar 
 
 
Academic Concessions  
Under UBC’s academic concession policy students seeking academic concession for any of three 
reasons: conflicting responsibilities; medical circumstances; and compassionate grounds, would 
take the following steps. If you miss marked coursework for the first time (assignment, exam, 
presentation, participation in class) and the course is still in-progress, please submit a Student 
Self-Declaration as soon as possible. 
 
If this is not the first time that you have requested concession or if classes are over, you are 
required to fill out the Arts Academic Advising’s online academic concession form, so that an 
advisor can evaluate your concession case.  
 
Academic Accommodation  
Academic accommodations help students with a disability or ongoing medical condition 
overcome challenges that may affect their academic success. Students requiring academic 
accommodations must register with the Centre for Accessibility (previously known as Access & 
Diversity). The Centre will determine that student's eligibility for accommodations in accordance 
with Policy LR7: Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities. Academic 
accommodations are not determined by your instructors, and instructors should not ask you about 
the nature of your disability or ongoing medical condition, or request copies of your disability 
documentation. However, your instructor may consult with the Centre for Accessibility should 
the accommodations affect the essential learning outcomes of a course.  
 
Class Preparedness  
For every class you are expected to have required reading and/or due assignments completed, 

http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/Vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,54,0,0


and are ready to participate in discussions. If you require additional audio/visual equipment for a 
presentation or project in class, please notify me through email at least 3 business days before the 
class so that I can reserve the equipment.  
 
Academic Freedom  
The classroom is a place for the open discussion of ideas and issues. The points of view 
expressed by the instructor represent a professional perspective of media history, theory and 
contemporary issues, and you and your peers are expected to contribute. However, if at any time 
you wish to further discuss an issue taken up from class, or do not feel comfortable to engage, 
please feel free to contact the Instructor.  
 
Early Alert  
We participate in the Early Alert Program which helps me support students who are facing 
difficulties that are interfering with school. If you are feeling stressed, please notify the TA or 
one of the instructors and indicate that you would like assistance. While we are not trained to 
help with personal problems, we can get you help from people who can assist you. Any 
information that they receive from you or us is strictly confidential and is in the interest of your 
academic success and wellbeing. For more information, please visit EarlyAlert. Course 
Bibliography 
 


